LEGISLATION FOR THE NEW LONDON
dirt and overcrowding once again bred a plague and sent the
pest-cart on its dreaded passage through half-deserted streets.
The authorities took the only possible means of preventing
this when they insisted on the building of standard houses.
One type might be built in by-streets, a larger in high streets.1
The heights, storeys, thickness of walls and depth of cellars
were all prescribed, and scantlings laid down for the wood-
work. Fines were to be appointed for infringements, and most
important of all, 'knowing and intelligent persons in buildings'
were to be appointed to watch for them. Without such in-
spectors the scheme might have been as farcical as the laws
against building in the suburbs; with them there was some hope
of its being carried out.
The housing clauses had evidently been drawn up by the
Commissioners. Nobody could quarrel with their provisions,
and they reappeared almost unaltered in the Rebuilding Act.
Nor could fault be found with two others designed to facilitate
rebuilding, which also passed substantially unaltered into the
Act. The first made it obligatory for party walls to be set out
equally on each owner's ground and for the first builder of the
two to build the complete wall, leaving toothing for the next
house to be joined. When the second owner came to build, he
was to pay half the cost of the wall with six per cent interest
thereon for the intervening period. This rendered it unneces-
sary for each house to wait until the owner of every other house
in the block was ready to begin, and yet gave the first venturer
authority to enforce contribution from the laggards. It was
valuable and apparently readily used, as was a second which
aimed at reducing the inevitable disputes about lights, windows,
gutters and channels for water, by giving the ward authorities
power to deal with them, subject only to an appeal to the final
decision of the Mayor and Aldermen. By these means pro-
tracted litigation in courts which had no local knowledge was
1 For houses which had no street frontage (e.g. those in courts) greater discretion
was left to the builder, but here too the main rules about construction had to be
observed*
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